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Anne McCall 
Director, RSPB Scotland

If you know a nature hero or conservation 
champion who’s done something amazing, be 
sure to nominate them for these very special 
awards – so often we see what a huge boost 
it can give them just to be considered. You can 
also apply yourself; we want to hear about the 
positive work your project is doing for nature!

As head judge I’m particularly looking forward 
to seeing the applications for our two new 
categories this year, Business for Nature and 
Citizen Science. Scotland has some of the best 
wildlife and unique habitats in the world, and I’m 
proud to help celebrate those going above and 
beyond to protect them. 

Since the Nature of Scotland Awards began 
in 2012 we’ve celebrated some truly inspiring 
people and projects throughout Scotland.  
It never ceases to amaze me that each year  
we are lucky to judge such a diverse range of 
work, and it doesn’t get any easier choosing  
our winners! 

Nature of Scotland 
Awards 2022

The judging panel 
Chaired by RSPB Scotland Director, Anne McCall

Susan Davies
CEO, Scottish 
Seabird Centre. 

Francesca  
Osowska OBE
Chief Executive,  
NatureScot.

Dougie Vipond
Landward Presenter.

Sara Thiam
Chief Executive, 
Scottish Council  
for Development  
and Industry. 

For full details on the judging panel please visit rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland

Deadline for 
submission: 
Monday 30 May

http://rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland


Submit your entry

Enter at: rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland

Who can enter?
FREE to enter, the awards are open to 
businesses, public sector organisations, 
research institutions, community groups and 
individuals who have been active in nature 
conservation across Scotland since March 
2019. Previously shortlisted entrants can apply 
again but they must showcase what they have 
achieved since their last shortlisting. You can 
enter your own work or submit an application 
nominating another person or partnership.

You are welcome to enter the same project 
in one or more categories where suitable, 
however, you must submit tailored and 
separate applications. If shortlisted in more 
than one category you will be eligible for a total 
of two complimentary tickets to the in-person 
awards ceremony if this is able to go ahead.

How to enter?
Visit rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland  
to download an application form, find 
out about our categories and enter online. 

The submission deadline  
is Monday 30 May 2022.

Writing your application
In your application explain why your entry 
deserves recognition. You may include 
supporting evidence of up to three photos to 
help tell the story or illustrate your success 
and if you have any video footage that would 
support your entry please supply a link.

Top tips for applying:
• Take your time – you can practice with  

the downloadable PDF
• Give your project a punchy, memorable  

name that stands out
• Remember to include results...  

even unexpected ones!

Previous finalists  
and winners 
Visit our website to find out about all our 
previous finalists since the Awards began  
in 2012.

Need some help?
If you require any assistance submitting your 
entry please email awards@rspb.org.uk

http://rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland
http://rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland
mailto:awards%40rspb.org.uk?subject=


Business for Nature Award 
Businesses have a critical role to play in 
fighting the nature and climate emergencies. 
We aim to recognise and celebrate those who 
can demonstrate a whole business approach 
to helping nature in Scotland. We welcome 
applicants from any business, big or small, 
from any sector. We’re looking for positive 
impact, not just offsetting. Explain how you’re 
going above and beyond; tackling biodiversity 
loss, reducing your environmental footprint 
or developing new practices. Applications will 
be judged based on the impact delivered in 
proportion to the size of business and  
available resource. 

Citizen Science Award
We want to celebrate volunteers and their 
contribution to conservation science in 
Scotland. Citizen science projects can be of 
any size or discipline, from monitoring species 
and habitats to the physical environment. 
These projects are crucial to building our 
understanding of the natural world.

Coasts and Waters Award
Scotland’s seas, lochs and rivers are home to 
playful otters and graceful seabirds, leaping 
salmon and inquisitive seals. If you’re involved 
with research or partnerships that help protect 
nature in Scottish waters, apply now so your 
project can get the recognition it deserves.

Community Initiative Award
People connected with local nature like never 
before during the global pandemic. If you work 
or volunteer with a community-based nature 
initiative, developed and led by the people it 
serves, celebrate it by applying for this award. 
Tell us how your work benefits nature and 
offers real value to the whole community.

Forest and Woodland Award
This award recognises those going above and 
beyond the norm, placing nature and wildlife 
at the heart of their forest and woodland 
creation and management activities. From 
wildlife-friendly foresters, communities 
making the most of their local woodlands, or 
producers, farmers and other land managers 
exploring innovative new approaches which 
bring benefits for wildlife and people, this 
award celebrates our sustainable forestry and 
woodland champions. 

Health and Wellbeing Award
This award celebrates initiatives that encourage 
people to engage with nature for their mental 
and/or physical health. We welcome applicants 
who work to demonstrate the positive impact 
of nature on human health and are keen to  
hear from projects which strive to make  
nature accessible to all and take action  
for nature’s benefit.

Award categories

For more details on the award categories  
and to apply, visit rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland

http://rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland


Innovation Award
This award is a salute to the innovators on 
nature’s side, whether it’s a campaign, study, 
habitat restoration or initiative. Take pride in 
being different to the rest and apply now. We 
want to raise up innovators so they can inspire 
others to protect Scottish nature.

Nature and Climate Action 
Award
The climate crisis isn’t a far-off future problem, 
it’s happening right now. It’s the single 
greatest threat to nature. We’re looking for 
applicants who show urgency to act and who 
are harnessing the power of nature to tackle 
or adapt to climate change. It could be a new 
technology, research or restoration project.

RSPB Species Champion Award
Help us celebrate the exceptional 
achievements that individuals are making for 
Scottish species and habitats. You can apply for 
your own work or nominate another person’s 
successes. From conserving a vulnerable or 
threatened species to providing a catalyst 
for positive change through hard work and 
dedication. This could be through implementing 
policy, preventing habitat destruction or helping 
to create ecosystems.

Youth and Education Award
Young people have huge capacity and energy 
to save nature – their commitment and 
enthusiasm are truly inspiring! Does your 
school or youth group make a difference for 
Scotland’s wildlife and habitats? We are looking 
for those going the extra mile to help nature. 
Tell us what has been achieved in nature, 
through nature, about nature and for nature.

For more details on the award categories  
and to apply, visit rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland

http://rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland


Shortlist Reception 
We are committed to celebrating  
the considerable achievements  
of everyone who enters the  
Nature of Scotland Awards. 

If possible within the Scottish 
Government Covid-19 rules we 
hope to organise a reception at 
the Scottish Parliament in early 
September to reveal our 2022 
finalists and recognise their 
contribution to Scotland’s nature. 

Celebrating our finalists

Awards Ceremony
We hope to hold an in-person 
Awards Ceremony at the Edinburgh 
International Conference Centre on 
Thursday 17 November 2022.

If it’s not possible to run physical 
events we are committed 
to recognising our finalist 
achievements online with a 
stunning digital ceremony. Stay in 
touch on Twitter @NatureofScot

Whether we are able to cerebrate 
in person or through online events 
the Nature of Scotland Awards 
are committed to showcase the 
successes of our finalists and 
highlight their achievements.

https://twitter.com/NatureofScot


Together we can save nature 
RSPB Scotland’s Nature of Scotland 
Awards are made possible thanks to our 
generous sponsors and supporters. From 
our co-sponsor NatureScot, to award 
category sponsors and the wide range of 
committed supporters from across the 
conservation, business and third sectors 
in Scotland who help to promote and 
shortlist the awards, we couldn’t do it 
without them, thank you!

If your business is interested in 
sponsoring an element of the Nature of 
Scotland Awards or if you can help us 
spread the word to your contacts and 
allow us to reach more worthy winners 
please get in touch. Let’s keep celebrating 
the people, organisations and businesses 
going above and beyond to support our 
precious natural heritage.

Contact us at awards@rspb.org.uk

Thanks to our sponsors and supporters
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