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Introduction
The meeting was attended by 12 participants. A number of other SAGES members were unable to attend due to recent travel disruptions. AD introduced the meeting by referring to ongoing recent initiatives in marine and coastal research within the context of the Marine Bill. Reference was also made to the coastal joint research theme (JRT) in MASTS. This meeting was advertised among the MASTS community with a hope that, in the future, there will be active coastal research dialogue between SAGES and MASTS members.
Each attendee was invited to give a short presentation on their research interests. Jim Hansom (University of Glasgow) discussed his research on extreme storm wave impacts with particular focus on cliff-top boulder deposition linked to the contrasting hydrodynamics of storm and tsunami waves. Applications of OSL dating were also discussed. Video examples of wave tank modelling of extreme waves and sediment transport were also shown. Walter Geibert (University of Edinburgh/SAMS) described his recent research on ocean biogeochemistry referring, in particular, to carbon cycling, nutrients, trace elements and contaminants . He also described applications of radionuclides as tracers and highlighted the issue of ocean acidification as a key research theme. Walter also drew attention to the advantages of using Loch Etive as a natural field laboratory (ref. SAMS). Joanna Hambley (University of St Andrews: SCAPE) gave an account of the SCAPE work on archaeology and Coastal Zone Assessments of sites at risk from erosion.
Mark Williams (SEPA) summarised his recent work on trans- and coastal waters morphological impact assessment systems. He highlighted its value as a predictive tool and the value of using a system capacity approach. Emily Hastings (Macaulay Institute, Aberdeen) summarised her ongoing coastal research as Coastal Science Coordinator including sand dune and climate change research, carbon stocks in salt marshes, pathogen impacts on bathing waters , machair research, coastal flooding as well as the Virtual Landscape Theatre. Tim Stojanovic (University St Andrews) provided a review assessment of sea level change for Marine and Coastal Policy in the UK. He also highlighted his Severn Estuary research, his studies on climate change adaption, science policy collaboration and shoreline management. Sue Dawson (University of Dundee) summarised her recent work on sea level changes, tsunami and storm sedimentation as well as recent work on the submerged archaeology of the Orkney Isles and links to past changes in sea level. Vicky Powell (University of Dundee) described her recent research on long tide gauge records for eastern Scotland,  the importance of datum levels and the modelling of future changes. Richard Bates (University of St Andrews) provided a summary of recent geophysical research of seafloor survey using selected case studies. He gave examples of how change (e.g. erosion, patterns of sediment transport) could be measured using acoustic survey methods. Alastair Dawson (University of Aberdeen) described recent research on storminess history. He also summarised recent work on the Northern Periphery Programme (NPP) CoastAdapt project on adaptation of coastal communities to the impacts of climate change as well as project on coastal flooding in South Uist and Benbecula. Tom Ball (University of Dundee) described recent research (with Alan Werrity) on the use of historical flood data to assess physical flooding risk and impacts of floods. He highlighted applications to local and central policy (Scottish Government) as well as to the insurance industry. 

OVERVIEW OF MEETING

The afternoon session consisted of a very useful group meeting that highlighted a number of key issues and actions. VP highlighted the wealth and variety of tide gauge records that have not been studied. MW drew attention to ways in which SEPA is undertaking coastal change research and the value of the MImAS tool and its applicability elsewhere. EH described a range of coastal research activities presently  undertaken at Macaulay that could form the basis of future collaborative studies. WG drew attention to a range of oceanographic research initiatives that could be pursued.
TS described potential routes for funding opportunities in the area of flood risk research and ways in which coastal policy research activities might be brought closer together thus making better use of available expertise. JH stressed the importance of applied coastal research, particularly in the areas of archaeology and heritage. He referred to plans of SNH to produce a data portal to enable more effective data sharing.  

EH referred to the potential value of preparing a ‘database of databases’. It was generally agreed that such a resource would be of great value to many users and stakeholders and would be relatively straightforward to create. SD referred to the recently published Marine Bill (Scotland) and stressed the need to create synergies between small groups, thus providing  scope to develop viable research proposals and collaborations.  AD summarised  recent activities within MASTS, in particular recent advertised PhD studentships. JH drew attention to the need for an evidence base for shoreline management and adaption strategies. He identified the diversity of expertise evident from the meeting and stressed the importance of just how the SAGES coastal group promotes its fundamental research in terms of policy drivers. There was also a general discussion on Scottish Coastal Forums the purpose of which has been to promote improved Coastal Zone Management and to contribute to the development of coastal policies. The scheme has not proved to be a great success, owing largely to insufficient funding to provide staffing beyond temporary contracts. 
The group highlighted  a number of actions:

1. EH to explore possibilities of funding for Knowledge Transfer Projects (NERC website) with a view to construction of a ‘database of databases’ relevant to coastal research.
2. AD to inform Emma Defew (MAST Coordinator) of the key outcomes of the meeting .
3. AD to facilitate links with Environmental Minister at the Scottish Government – seeking to highlight the danger of the coastal science falling between MAST and SAGES and thus unsupported.
4. TB to contact Alistair Rennie (SNH) to further explore issues of knowledge transfer and coastal databases.
5. TB to investigate the issue of metadata and of the use of Google Earth to link to certain sites.
6. WG  to explore possibilities of new European Funding Framework initiatives for coastal research – ranging from empirical studies to modelling and scenario building.

7.  SD to investigate aspects of the Marine Bill (Scotland) in particular the demands on the scientific community arising from the Bill.
8. SD to investigate areas where Crown Estates might support coastal and nearshore research.
9. JH will investigate how the activities of SAGES and MASTS can be brought together in terms of Ecosystem Services research. 
10. TS (all agree) that a future SAGES workshop is held. The second workshop would include invited representatives from agencies including  Scottish Government, SNH, SEPA, Historic Scotland, DEFRA and would develop and advance the action points listed above.
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